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… 2007 hopes and fears of the Europeans

1/3 of the Europeans see themselves as winners of the Globalisation

Most important factors for “life quality”: physical health, friendship, family

 Less important: religion

Biggest fears: crime, aggressiveness, stress

Important values: friendship, love, freedom



Methods and Survey Period

February – April 2008: Finding of topics and statements by future

experts/authors

June – July 2008: 11.100 respondents. Aged 14+ in Germany, aged 16+ in

Russia, aged 15+ in the UK, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, France, Finland and

Austria

Topics: work, education, security, family, the gap between rich and poor,

environment, integration and consumption
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1986 – 2008 - 2030

Spain and Portugal joined the EU

In Switzerland you had to pay for using the Autobahn

Michail Gorbatschow proclaimed Glasnost

“Rainbow Warrior” was countersunk by the French in Australia

Titanic wrack was found

Opening night of the musical “The Phantom of the Opera”

Clint Eastwood became mayor in Carmel

US Challenger space ship broke apart

Chernobyl catastrophe

The UN proclaimed 1986 as the year of peace



Topic Consumption
Which of the following statements will have come true in the year 2030?

      16

      19

      24

      28

      29

      31

      32

      34

      36

      61

Most consumer goods are purchased online (Internet)

Most households have at least two cars

Most people buy eco-friendly products (green products)

The biggest part of consumer spending is spent in the health sector

Most food products are produced domestically (in the own country)

Service and advice are more important than a low price

Luxury means time and tranquillity

Most consumer goods (cars, TV, clothes) are leased and not bought

The answers of the questioned people were:

More than half of all products come from Asia

Every day products (e.g. food) are significantly more expensive



Conclusion Consumption 2030

More and people will have less money to spent in the consumption sector

Not too many things will change. Apart from the first statement nearly two

thirds of the Europeans do not believe that any of the statements will happen

– or may be simply do not want this to happen.



Topic Relationship between poor and rich
Which of the following statements will have come true in the year 2030?

      10

      16

      18

      20

      31

      35

      37

      49

      52

      57The poor-rich gap has become wider

Many employees do not earn enough for retirement

Old age poverty is an unsolved problem

The north-south gap between countries has become smaller

The government guaranties a minimum income for all

Educational programs provide same chances to all

The higher the income the more children people are able to “afford”

The income of top managers has declined

Life expectancy of rich people is much higher than  poor people

The middle class has almost disappeared

The answers of the questioned people were:



Conclusion Relationship between poor and rich 2030

The huge problem of the gap between rich and poor will most likely not be

solved by 2030.

If this development continues we will have a kind of Latin-American society

sooner or later – where the rich separate themselves in gated communities

and the poor part of the society worries about their income especially when

they are retired – if they can afford to retire.



Topic Education
Which of the following statements will have come true in the year 2030?

      18

      21

      22

      30

      31

      33

      34

      38

      40

      45

Online-lectures are given by the best professors at different universities

1/4 of the young employees’ professions did not yet exist in 2008

Talent scouts look for new recruits for big companies in elementary
schools

A system to detect special abilities

develops many children since kindergarten age

Informal education (e.g. self-development) is more important than
formal education (e.g. school education)

Media supply 1/3 of education and broadcast special educational programs

At least one further training per year is standard for each employee

There are more private schools than public schools

The answers of the questioned people were:

More and more highly qualified women assume leading management jobs

Most Europeans speak at least 2 languages fluently



Conclusion Education 2030

The danger of a further rift in society can only be countered by a

comprehensive and continuously improved education policy.

Governments in Europe are called upon to create the necessary conditions

for this and thus adapt to an ever faster-changing world.

Every nation has to recognize that jobs for unskilled workers will be moved

to developing countries and only a high education can help Europe to

compete.



Security

“The telescreen received and transmitted simultaneously. Any sound that

Winston made, above the level of a very low whisper, would be picked up

by it; moreover, so long as he remained within the field of vision which

the metal plaque commanded, he could be seen as well as heard. There

was of course no way of knowing whether you were being watched at any

given moment.”

          (George Orwell, “1984”, 1949 page 6).



Topic Security
Which of the following statements will have come true in the year 2030?

      24

      24

      27

      30

      31

      35

      38

      45

      47

      49Organised crime is a big problem in all European countries

Internet related crime has increased very much

Warlike conflicts about natural resources take place

The crime rate of immigrants doubles the crime rate of natives

Many people wear a chip for identification and localisation

Penalties for criminal acts are higher

Surveillance computers identify criminals directly
when committing a crime

For many people security is more important than their own privacy

The answers of the questioned people were:

New technologies like bio-or nano-tech are
more dangerous than expected

European data transfer helps solving crimes, people feel more secure



Conclusion Security 2030

The fear of crime stays the number one concern in the future.

The topic security is seen quite different in Europe.

Technical solutions will help to decrease certain fears but not to solve them.

There will be a big discussion between privacy vs. security.



Topic Work
Which of the following statements will have come true in the year 2030?

The answers of the questioned people were:

      13

      15

      16

      19

      20

      21

      23

      31

      41

      50

Most employees have to work up to the age of 75

Many employees have second or side jobs

Production of goods takes mainly place in developing countries

Leisure time is more important than a good salary

Because of automation most people work less than 25 h. a week

Every full-time employee has worked at least once abroad

Full employment is possible because of the declining population

Other paying forms instead of salary

(dwelling, food, payment for pension…etc)

The top 10 European companies employ over 50% of the workforce

Identification/empathy with the employer is low



Conclusion Work 2030

Long working day, with two or more jobs, no identification with the company –

maybe due to the hire and fire mentality and a retiring age of 75 or more.

Other studies of our foundation show that the workers of today want one thing:

to work and live like the generation before: one job, security and a reliable

income on which they can base their life.



Topic Environment
Which of the following statements will have come true in the year 2030?

      12

      14

      16

      26

      34

      34

      37

      38

      42

      50Most trash is recycled

Solar- and wind-energy account for more than half of the energy

production

More people live outside of big cities in order to escape

environmental impacts

Pollution of the environment is no. 1 cause of death

The problem of climate change has been solved
due to technical developments

Hunger is not an issue due to genetically modified food

Clean drinking water is a luxury item in Europe

Many people starve as most plants are grown for regenerative
energy

The answers of the questioned people were:

As energy costs goes high, flat rent with utilities doubles the rent

without utilities

Meteorological stations generate rain, sun or snow where it is required



Conclusion Environment 2030

From a fire fighting mentality to a long term concept.

The Politicians have to come up with a framework for securing the

environment.

Environment policy is not only risk management and securing the nature –

but also long term development for future generations.

Three kinds of arrangements:

– More information e.g. about what to do – especially in schools

– Supporting arrangements: e.g. more public transportation

– Penalties for pollution of the environment that really makes clear

everyone s responsibility



Topic Family
Which of the following statements will have come true in the year 2030?

      9

      27

      27

      28

      30

      32

      34

      38

      42

      60Most couples live together without being married

Same-gender couples are free to get married and to adopt children

Women have two children on average

There are more elder people (< 60) than youngster (> 30) sharing flats

1/3 partnership/ cohabitation/ marriage results from internet-dating

Concerning interest-balance in aging society,

votes of citizens under 50count double

Children bear the financial responsibility for the pensions of their parents

Sex, hair colour and size of children can

be selected in caseof artificial insemination

The answers of the questioned people were:

More and more day care centres for senior citizens

(like the ones for children) open

The work-life-balance is possible for many women



Conclusion Family 2030

Smaller families, less marriages and a growing impact of the demographical

change will impact the future of the European family.

On the other hand last years study proved that nothing is more important to

the people then their families.



Topic Integration
Which of the following statements will have come true in the year 2030?

      18

      21

      23

      25

      26

      31

      34

      35

      35

      38

Most immigrants live among each other in certain districts

Portable devices with simultaneous translation make communication easy

In Europe 1/3 of partnerships/marriages are multinational/multicultural

In most European countries integration works only to educated
immigrants

For reducing people’s fears Europe has closed
its borders for Non-Europeans

Faith and religion play an important role in immigration politics

The integration of immigrants is easier

The answers of the questioned people were:

Immigrants from developing countries are more than ones from EU

Many European countries encourage immigration to
counteract the aging society

Cultural diversity leads to conflicts between groups
(e.g. Africans, Muslims, Turks)



Conclusion Integration 2030

Integration will still be a challenge.

Due to economical reasons the interaction between each other gets a little bit

rougher.

Different backgrounds, a different culture, a different religion or different values

support the polarisation in each and every society.

Most important will be that the balance between a foreign life style and a

personal self-image is in place.

This has nothing to do with an uncritical adaptation but has something to do

with respect and valuation of each other.
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